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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Published on the first Sunday of every month, Vox Pop is the “voice of the people” known as Mars Hill Church. Mars Hill 
is a church based in the greater Seattle area. Weekly Sunday gatherings are in Shoreline, Ballard, and West Seattle. 
Events, activities, and small groups meet throughout the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk 
for a casual introduction to our church community. For more information, teaching, music, and more, visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. And check out Vox Pop Online (marshillchurch.org/voxpop) for more articles and content. 











“MARS HILL HAS NEVER SEEN 
A PARTY LIKE THIS: 


www.redhotbash.com 


+ aes 


By Kaitlin Musser mem 


Picture this: massive red domes illuminating the room, tables 
filled with tiers of sweets and shiny bowls of irresistible 
candy, sparkling bigscreens exploding with fireworks, a 
smoking twelve-piece band on stage, and a huge hopping 
dance floor right in the middle of it all. This is a party filled 
to the brim with excitement. This is a party that can only be 
described as a Red Hot Bash of goodness. Where is this 
New Year's Eve party, you wonder? Where else but Mars Hill 
Church's Ballard Campus?! 

The New Years Eve Red Hot Bash features interna- 
tionally known artist Bobby Medina & His Red Hot Band. This 
crazy gifted band has toured with music heavyweights such 
as Ray Charles, Ann Jillian, and The Spinners. Their sound is 
a unique yet awesome jazzy style with a mixture of Latin, pop, 
and swing. Their music will provide the excuse you need to 
burn rubber on the massive dance floor that will be set up 
right in the center of the main auditorium. At midnight, ring in 
the New Year alongside 1,000 other revelers while fireworks 
straight from the Space Needle pop in your face on the 
bigscreens. When the countdown reaches zero, we'll raise a 
glass of champagne to toast 2006 and welcome ‘07. 

The fun starts at 10pm on December 31st (a Sunday). 
Tickets for this hot red goodness are only $25 and can be 
purchased through www.redhotbash.com. Bring your friends, 
bring your family — bring every one you know! This New Year's 
Eve Red Hot Bash will be the party of the year. 1% 











Mars Hill Actors: 
Your Stage Awaits 


Kids’ Kore in the spotlight 





By Pastor Dick McKinley 


Maybe you're the court jester for your circle of friends, but 
aren't sure if you're being laughed with or laughed at. Or 
perhaps you have an uncanny ability to change voices like 
most people change shirts, but you're pretty certain that isn’t a 
spiritual gift. Do you like donning the occasional cape, cowboy 
hat, or eye patch, but no one seems to appreciate it as much 
as you do? Perhaps some of your best friends are puppets, 
but your “real” friends just don’t understand. 

My friend, there is hope. We may have just the place to 
utilize your special gifting: KIDS’ KORE! 

Every other Wednesday, a whole group of strange 
—umm...talented Mars Hill men and women have the chance 
to usher our kids (ages four through ten) into the dramatic 
world of Caraway Street, teaching the children biblical truth 
from the stage instead of the whiteboard. The childlike 
grownups that volunteer with Kids’ Kore actually get to ham 
it up for the little ones so much they’re starting to get tired 
and need help carrying on the work. That’s where you come 
in; the more folks we have, the lighter the load for everyone. 

The acting season at the Ballard Campus is already 
under way and lasts through May, with time off for the crew 
in December and March. Teams at Shoreline and West 
Seattle will also be kicking off their respective seasons 
come January. 

Don’t miss out on this opportunity. When else are you 
going to have a chance to wear an eye patch while talking 
to puppets? \% 


Contact tami@marshillchurch.org for more information or 
to schedule an audition. 


Keepin’ it REAL 


What to do when the Mars Hill shuffle stretches relationships 


By Charity Jeffery 





Fall has officially arrived. Rainy days are occurring more fre- 
quently and for longer periods of time. Gone is the prospect 
of the kind of sunny days that result in a golden tan. A biting 
chill has settled in the air. Orange and brown leaves carpet 
streets and sidewalks alike. Nature is tucking in for a season 
of rest. 

Looking around Mars Hill though, we are entering into 
anything but a season of rest. Changes in the larger com- 
munity have been taking place on a grand scale. As you may 
know Mars Hill recently celebrated its ten-year anniversary. 
Added to that testament of God's faithfulness was the kickoff 
of the West Seattle Campus. 

As we become the body of Christ through fellowship, it 
is easy to get lost in surface relationships. People are com- 
ing and going at a much faster rate. Honest and authentic 
fellowship is not easily acquired — effort must absolutely 
be exerted. | realized about nine months ago that my once 
a week Sunday attendance at Mars Hill wasn’t cutting it. | 
needed something more. | needed to be challenged by other 
believers; | wanted fellowship. So | made, what | consider, a 
great decision: | joined a Community Group. 

What a blessing! The relationships formed have 
become invaluable. Spending time weekly with a group 
of people who are committed to challenging each other 
and growing spiritually has profoundly impacted my own 
relationship with Christ. And as an extra bonus, we enjoy 
great food together. 

Just before summer set in my Community Group had 
grown so much we were busting at the seams. Like many 


Community Groups before us, we decided to split up. For 
myself it literally came down to one tenth of a mile as to where 
and who | would be fellowshipping with on a weekly basis. 

In the midst of this season of growth and change, | 
find that my developing relationships are being stretched. 
People move around within Mars Hill; some are being 
called to build up a new ministry, others have moved on to 
serve as members of other campuses. With such an array 
of service opportunities and commitments, how does one 
maintain relationships? 

One friend suggested the ever-growing behemoth, 


PROTECT THE BODY. 
JOIN SECURITY . 


MySpace. l'Il be the first to admit that the site has its perks 
and its place (I too am a member), but virtual friends are obvi- 
ously a pale substitute for people you can actually see and 
spend time with. 

With so many members of my Community Group and 
Sunday entourage expanding their field of ministry and im- 
pact, | can no longer count on mutual relationship-building 
experiences to occur naturally. Without the guarantee of 
seeing the same friends week in and week out, | have to be 
intentional about making time for those | have come to care 


(continued: SEE ‘Keepin’ it REAL’ page 20) 


THE SECURITY MINISTRY IS LOOKING FOR 
REAL MEN TO HELP KEEP MARS HILL SAFE. 
SECURITY @MARSHILLCHURCH .ORG 





NOV 
and more... 


MHC | ballard 


north of the ballard bridge — 
1401 nw leary way 


sunday services — 9 am, 11 am, 5 pm, & 
7 pm (no childcare during the 7 pm) 


tuesdays 7 am - men’s prayer 


wednesdays 7 pm - gospel class, cap- 
stone, kids’ kore, proxy student ministry (No 
programming 11/22) 


saturdays 10 am - breakfast club (eat & 
help prepare the building for sunday) 


ministry teaching night) 


11.16, 6 pm — one church one village 


(agathos foundation silent auction & dessert) 


11.17, 7 pm - film & theology presents 
thank you for smoking (rated R) 


MHC | shoreline 


- schirmer auditorium (crista) — 
: greenwood ave n &n 195th st 


sunday services — 9:15 am & 11:15 am 


_ tuesdays 7 pm - gospel class, capstone, 
_ kids’ kore, proxy student ministry (No 
: programming 11/21) 


_ 11.24, 7 pm - film & theology presents 
: pride & prejudice (rated PG) 


: Coming in January: pre-marriage class 
: (email nathanf@marshillchurch.org) 
11.10, 7 pm - lookn4luv (covenant singles’ ` 


MHC | west seattle 


_chief sealth high school — 
: 2600 sw thistle st 


: sunday service — 10:30 am 


: saturdays 9 am* — breakfast club (come 
: enjoy a tasty breakfast and help with the 
_ building project) 


44 0, 7 pm* - film & theology presents 
: x-men: the last stand (rated PG-13) 


*Event takes place at the Mars Hill 


: building at 7551 35th Avenue SW. 














support groups 


designed to kindly, carefully, and firmly bring about a new way of life in Jesus. If addiction, 


abuse, homosexuality, unplanned pregnancy, or other trying circumstances affect your 
life, email care@marshillchurch.org or call (206) 706-4892 for more info. Pick up a 
Support Groups flyer at any MH campus for a list and description of the various groups. 

















:... activities, events, etc. that you 
: should know about 


: 11.17-18 - proxy student ministry: serve 
_ the city (24 hours of fellowship & service) 


: thanksgiving week - no classes or 
: activities (offices closed nov. 23-24) 


12.01, 6 pm - mars hill reservation to see 
: the dead sea scrolls at the pacific science 
: center (register at marshillchurch.org) 


Your one stop shop for all Mars Hill content and information: marshillchurch.org/feeds. Subscribe to our weekly email and various rss feeds (podcasts, vodcasts, and blogs). 
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Look out, Oktoberfest and Hempfest- 
Missions Fest will return. 


First annual citywide missions event a great success 


By Gary Kingsbury 





Last month, on a beautiful fall weekend in Seattle, thousands 
of Christians from seventy-four sponsoring churches and 
other organizations came together to see how they could 
join God's work in greater Seattle, across the country, and 
overseas. The inaugural Missions Fest Seattle (MFS) was a 
great success. 

The purpose of MFS is to glorify God by raising the 
awareness of mission activity within Christ's body of believers, 
and by uniting and empowering members of local congrega- 
tions to work together in obedience to the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:18-20). This event was the culmination of years 
of prayer to see this unity around Jesus’ command. 

Pastor James Harleman was one of the many Mars Hill 
attendees at the event. He said, “While | understood the 
general concept of MFS, it was great to experience it. Now 
we have a year to plan Mars Hill involvement in Mission Fest 
Seattle 2007.” 

Pastor James was pleasantly surprised to see many 
Mars Hill members participating in the seventy-plus work- 
shops, wandering through the exhibit area (which featured 
almost one hundred local and global mission organizations), 
and sitting in on four general sessions that featured wor- 
ship and outstanding speakers. Mars Hill also contributed 
a significant portion of the volunteers that were needed to 
pull off this event, and participated as one of the founding 
sponsor churches. 

In light of Pastor Mark’s stirring message on Mars Hill’s 
10th Anniversary (October 1), MFS offered many practical 
ways that Mars Hill members can love the Puget Sound 
area. Rev. Herbert Pfiffner, from Seattle’s Union Gospel 
Mission, shared that serving the poor and needy is a “heart- 
thing.” “While we want your prayers, your money, and your 
resources, what we really want is you, because serving your 
city changes people from the inside out to be like Christ.” 

The Agathos Foundation (a Mars Hill missions partner 
in Africa) participated in Missions Fest. The organization 
described the event as “a good time to renew acquaintances 
who are in the trenches...It was encouraging to see all that 
God is doing through His people all over the world... We had 
a good cross-section of interest from those that attended 
and feel that our time there was well spent.” 

One workshop titled “God, are you really talking to 
me?” brought the focus of MFS clearly to me. The workshop 
leaders spoke about their experience helping a Mississippi 
community deal with the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. They 
discussed how we don't have to prove that we are Christians 
to the world; just show people Christ’s love. Serving our 
community is not a project, but a gift from God to grow us 
closer to Him. The challenge is listening to God's voice and 
watching for His opportunities — then making ourselves avail- 
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able to God. The easy part is that mission opportunities are 
everywhere, including our neighborhoods. 

Mission Fest Seattle 2007 is scheduled for October 12 
and 13, 2007 at Overlake Community Church on the Eastside. 
If you experienced MFS this year, please post your experience 
and feedback on the Mars Hill members’ website, or as a com- 
ment on the Vox Pop blog (marshillchurch.org/voxpop - look 
for the Missions Fest article from early October). 

For those of us invested in organizing this event, our 
hope is that MFS will plant seeds throughout our community 
so that others will know Jesus. 1% 





Photo courtesy of Gary Kingsbury 





George Verwer, founder of an international evangelism, 
discipleship training, and church planting organization, was 
one of the speakers at MFS. 





My First Year is back 


The adventures of a “pouty little 
girl lost in Mars Hill and trying to 
grow up just a little” 





By Nadia 


Editor’s note: earlier this year, Vox Pop ran a five part series 
about one young woman's experience being a newcomer at 
Mars Hill Church. The ongoing saga of Nadia’s megachurch 
experience is now online at www.xanga.com/myfirstyear 


Today | have Nice Writer’s Block. This is much worse than 
regular Writer's Block, because with regular Writer's Block, 
you just deal with an empty page. With Nice Writer’s Block, 
the reader must bear the brunt of my antisocial, angry, para- 
noid, and depressed mood. 

Vox Pop asked me to write and tell you that I've got my 
own Mars Hill blog, but today | don’t feel like telling you. | 
don’t want you to know because | don’t really want you to 
look at my life. | don’t want you to make comments and tell 
me I’m wrong. | don’t want to have to answer to anybody. | 
don’t want people | don’t know to know me and my issues. It 
bothers me a lot. So | don’t want you to know | have a blog. 
At all. 

And another part of me wonders why | would bother 
being paranoid, because who's going to read the scrawlings 
of a spoiled rotten and pouty little girl lost in Mars Hill and 
trying to grow up just a little, trying to run to Jesus, but fall- 
ing down over and over again? My words may be printed 
thousands of times, but | don’t even know if a dozen eyes will 
look at them. You may be holding my words in your hands, all 
rolled up, and chuck them into the waste basket on your way 
out the door without so much as a glance. 

And the very tiny part of me that remains has this non- 
sensical idea that maybe one or two of you are just like me, 
walking in these doors as a curious and confused loner. You 
constantly have to fight a judgmental or fatalistic outlook. You 
teeter between saying nothing and rapid-firing caustic com- 
ments. You really want to love Jesus but it’s hard because 
that means you have to love people, too, and you don't like 
people at all sometimes. And you love laughing really hard, 
for both good and bad reasons. Sometimes you like reading 
your Bible and sometimes you just don’t. 

Recently, Pastor Mark said that sometimes we 
Christians are fakers because we think Jesus was a faker. 
And some of us just need to admit we're having a bad day. 
So I'm following his advice. I’m having a bad day. If you want 
to read about my good and bad days with Mars Hill in honest 
light, you're welcome. But enter at your own risk! \% 


Read Nadia’s blog at www.xanga.com/myfirstyear. 
An archive of her Vox Pop columns can be found at 
marshillchurch.org/voxpop. 


Success! 


Financial Coaching Ministry helps Mars Hill members manage their money 





By Rachel Hirons 


Nina is a Mars Hill member who had significant debt. She 
worked with the Mars Hill Financial Coaching Ministry to 
build a plan to get out of debt and on a healthy financial 
track. Recently, Nina sat down with Vox Pop to talk about 
the process. 


Vox Pop: How was it that you found yourself in debt? 


Nina: | was in college at the time. | had an academic 
scholarship and worked on the side, but my final quarter 
wasn't covered by the scholarship. And of course, | had to 
take a post-graduation celebration trip! All of that, plus my 
books for the quarter, ended up going on my credit card. 
| didn’t know when | would be able to pay it off because | 
didn’t even have a job lined up for after | left school — but 
| felt like | had no other options at the time. At its highest 
point, my credit card debt was about $5,000, which may not 
seem like a lot to some people, but without a job lined up, it 
seemed insurmountable. 

Once | graduated, | really wanted to rent a cool apart- 
ment downtown, buy lots of shoes and do all of the fun 
things that | couldn’t do when | was in school. However, in 
my first post-college job, | was only making $10 an hour, 
which doesn’t go very far in renting an apartment or paying 
down debt. | wasn’t sure how to make ends meet, so | met 
with Heather from the Financial Coaching Ministry to get this 
all sorted out. 


VP: What did you talk about with Heather? 


Nina: Heather helped me realize that everyone has financial 
difficulties at some point. It was really good to hear her story 
about her past student loan debt ($28,000!) and the wise 
decisions she made to get it paid off. She helped me learn 
how to do it to myself. One of the most important things that 
we discussed was “opportunity costs”: that if | moved into a 
cool apartment downtown, then | would lose the opportunity 
to pay off my debt, which didn't feel like good stewardship of 
what God was giving me - even at my $10 an hour job. 

About that time, | got a new job with a higher income. 
But | still had a lot to juggle. It was really on my heart to 
support the church financially and | wanted to pay off my 
debt and move out of the house. | mean, | had a professional 
job and | was still living at home! That new job helped me 
trim the debt, but talking with Heather helped me realize that 
a cool apartment downtown wasn't a necessity, and that | 
would be better off living at home a bit longer and getting my 
debt totally gone before taking the next steps in my life. So 
| decided to live at home for another six months and | took 
any odd babysitting job that | could find. By doing that, and 
following the budget that Heather and | set up, | paid off my 
debt in a few short months. 


The freedom | felt being out of debt was fantastic. It 
seemed like a whole new world opened up, and | started 
entertaining the thought of buying my own place, instead of 
throwing money away on renting an apartment. Heather and 
| talked about that option, and she encouraged me that it 
was possible—even at age 23!—if | continued to make wise 
financial decisions. 

At the end of the six months of living at home, | had not 
only paid off my debt, but had also saved enough money to 
put a little bit down on a great condo in Lake Forest Park... It 
has been an amazing experience. I’m just so thankful to God 
for his providence and for giving me the means to make these 
big decisions. 


VP: Do you have any advice for someone facing a financial 
struggle or significant debt? 


Nina: Quit blowing your money and start following the plan! 
Seriously, even if you don’t think your debt is big, take care of 
it now before it grows. You never know when you might have 
a great financial opportunity in your future that you wouldn't 
be able to take if you have debt holding you back. 

Also, don’t lose hope; if you have significant debt and 
don’t be embarrassed! The coaches in the ministry are not 
here to chastise you, but rather to meet you where you are 
and help you get on a plan to financial freedom and good 
stewardship of the resources that God has trusted you with. 
Most of them have overcome some sort of financial struggle 
or debt themselves, and they all want to see others find the 
freedom they’ve gained from being on a solid financial plan 


(continued: SEE ‘$uccess’ page 20) 


The Bible talks about money. 
A lot. Here is just a brief 
sample of what God has to 
say on the subject: 


HEBREWS 13:5 Keep your lives free from the 
love of money and be content with what you have, 
because God has said, “Never will | leave you, 
never will | forsake you.” 


ROMANS 13:8 Let no debt remain outstanding... 


PROVERBS 3:9 Honor the LORD with your 


wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops. 


MATTHEW 6:21 For where your treasure is, 


there your heart will be also. 





One of the veteran 
officers at 

MHC | Ballard 
Campus, Sergeant 
Frank Kampsen is 
often the officer 
on duty during the 
morning services. 











Don’t be a Victim 
of Theft 


A message from the man in blue 


By Sgt. Frank Kampsen, Seattle PD es 


Editor’s Note: The Mars Hill Security ministry does all it can 
to protect the people of Mars Hill and their property. But 
only God is omnipresent. Theft happens, so heed the words 
of Sergeant Kampsen. If you're a man, consider volunteer- 
ing for Security and help beef up the ranks. Email security@ 
marshillchurch.org. 


Recently, members and guests of Mars Hill Church's Ballard 
Campus have been victims of car prowls and attempted 
auto thefts. One victim had her purse stolen and within forty 
minutes the thieves had charged well over $1,000 on her 
credit card. Let’s face it: the church brings many people in 
their vehicles who must find a location to park. This creates 
many potential targets, and theft is a crime of opportunity. 
We have many thieves who prowl the streets of Ballard. Your 
vehicles provide easy pickings. 

What can you do? First, if a thief wants to gain access to 
your car, all he/she needs to do is break the window, grab, 
and run. You can make it less inviting with just a few simple 
safety precautions: 


1) First and foremost, please keep your cars locked up and 
windows closed. Historically, most Mars Hill-area incidents 
involved people leaving windows cracked open and sun 
roofs open, due to hotter weather. 


2) Do not leave any valuables in plain sight. This goes for 
anything of value. Place any items into your trunk before you 
leave the house or better yet just leave them at home. Car 
alarms only work if someone pays attention to them and noti- 
fies the police if they see something suspicious. 


3) Don't walk with tunnel vision. If you see something that 
looks suspicious, call 911 and report the circumstances. | 
know that this is common sense, but if that’s the case, how 
come this city suffers thousands of car prowls a year? 


Any questions...just ask! You can normally find me prowl- 


ing the Ballard building and parking lot during the morning 
services (I’m the one wearing the police uniform). wW 
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By Natalie Scott 


You are strolling down the street, arm in arm with a teenage orphan girl, in a South 
African town about the size of Ellensburg when you are suddenly approached by a man 
soliciting sex from the young girl you are with. You are shocked at the nerve of this man 
and pray a prayer of thanksgiving that you were there to protect this young woman. Ap- 
pallingly, it happens again and again until you realize that being solicited for sex is a com- 
mon occurrence in the life of a young woman living in South Africa. What happens to the 
girl who does not have parents to protect her or the wisdom and knowledge the Bible 
teaches her about her role as a godly woman? The situation seems hopeless... 

Now you're visiting an AIDS hospice where you see people wasting away in the final 
stages of the disease. Your heart cries as you pray for comfort for these ill people who 
will soon be dead. You meet a frail twenty-five year-old woman who appears to be in her 
sixties; the destruction of her body is nearly complete. You pray for her and the countless 
others who are dying of AIDS. Abruptly you are hit with the realization that a huge por- 
tion of South Africa is going to die just like this woman you are 
ministering to. The situation seems hopeless... 


Hope at Injusuthi 

But then you arrive at the Agathos Foundation cottages in 
the village of Injusuthi. You see rescued orphan children who 
in the midst of hopelessness are filled with hope. You watch 
these children act out Bible stories every evening before dinner 
and have daily devotionals before bed. The kids are happy and 
well loved. You realize that even though these children live in a 
culture without a whole lot of positive expectations for the fu- 
ture, their environment fosters a real sense of purpose for their 
lives as well as optimism about how their individual relation- 
ships with Jesus can redeem their culture. 

These children are living with Jesus-loving men and women 
who have been called to act as parents to children who have 
been orphaned. All twenty-seven children living in the cottages 
at Injusuthi have been rescued from dismal circumstances fol- 
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lowing the deaths of their parents 
due to the AIDS pandemic, which 
has a firm grasp on South Africa and 
surrounding Sub-Saharan African 
countries. These children are proof 
that, even in the midst of hopeless- 
ness, there is abundant room for 
hope. 


The “Good” Life 

While the above experience may 
be hard to imagine while sitting in a 
comfortable den blogging about rela- 
tive inconsequentialities like the per- 
fect temperature to drink Starbucks, 
for two members of Mars Hill, these 
experiences are very real. Kevin and 
Audrey Stout recently returned from 





AMIDST OF 


a short-term mission trip to the cottages at Injusuthi 
in Loskop, South Africa. Kevin was struck by how 
normal and happy the kids in the cottages were de- 
spite the rough experiences they have endured. Au- 
drey was heartened to see children that were filled 
with joy. 

Kevin said that just hanging out with the kids 
was the most awesome part of the trip. He loved 
to watch Zamani (at seventeen, he’s the oldest or- 
phan boy living at the cottages) narrate a story from 
the Bible in Zulu as younger children vied for the 
opportunity to act out the parts of the story. After- 
wards, Scott (the Orphanage Director) would ask 
the children questions about the story that Zamani 
would translate into Zulu. It was apparent to Kevin 
that these children were excited about learning the 
Bible and he was certain that learning about Jesus 
in their native language was preparing them to be 
missionaries in their hometowns. 

Part of the vision of the Agathos Foundation is 
to keep these orphaned children connected to their 
home villages so that they can become the salt and 
light of the community, sharing the gospel of Jesus 
Christ's life and work. To that end, the children who 
live in the cottages go to the village school, worship 
at the local Christian church, and get their medi- 
cal care at the village clinic — just like all the other 
children living in Loskop. Kevin and Audrey were 
able to interact with many different Loskop villagers 
and it became very apparent to them that although 
the children living at the cottages were there be- 
cause they were orphans, they were the children 


who were the most joy filled. 

In the midst of the joy and security that was 
apparent in the children’s lives at the cottages, 
there were other eye opening experiences that 
gave glimpses into harsher aspects of being a child 
growing up in Zulu culture. Many children Audrey 
met at the schools (and one eight year-old boy at 
the cottages, Mxolisi) bore the scars of ancestral 
worship — numerous vertical scars all over their fac- 
es. Some children had a couple and some had doz- 
ens. It was heart breaking for Audrey to see these 
scars. She thought of how often families might par- 
ticipate in these ritual mutilations, and wondered if 
the children would have to go through it again. Both 
Audrey and Kevin did have hope, however, knowing 
that Mxolisi was growing in the knowledge of the 
redemption that comes through Jesus; his worship 
to Lord Jesus will not involve razors. 


MH + Agathos = OCOV 

Many members of Mars Hill have gone on short- 
term project trips with Agathos. In last November's 
Vox Pop, Erin Silva reflected on her mission trip to 
the cottages at Injusuthi. The time she spent with 
the children showed her how important it is for 
Christians to respond to Jesus’ call to use our lives 
to glorify Him. “It was our time and service to the 
kids where | saw God moving the most,” Erin wrote 
a the time. “It wasn’t so much about what construc- 
tion project we completed for the day but rather the 
hand we held, the laugh we shared, the hug we en- 
joyed, and the song we sang.” 

In an effort to organize the growing Mars 
Hill community that desires to glorify God by serv- 
ing the orphans of South Africa, this year Agathos 
introduced the “One Church One Village” initiative 
(OCOV). The OCOV partnership seeks to develop 
a self-sustaining community of children and women 
living in Loskop, South Africa, and introduce them 
to Jesus and His people. 

James1:27 calls us to care for the fatherless 
and the widows; and Jesus commissioned His peo- 
ple to be good and faithful servants in spreading 
His gospel to all the inhabitants of the earth. It just 
so happens that the Greek word agathos means 
“good”. The good that the Agathos Foundation is 
on mission to accomplish can only become a reality 
when enough people of Mars Hill come alongside 
Agathos and the OCOV team pledging, their sup- 
port both practically and spiritually. 
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..caring for orphans and widows 


FUNDRA RAISER 


Thursday, November 16 





Just come... 


On Thursday, November 16, Mars Hill Church, 
Ballard Campus will host the annual Agathos des- 
sert and silent auction fundraiser. 

The evening lineup includes guest speakers 
Marilee Dunker (World Vision) and Pastor George 
Chibubi Palo (Chairman of the Board of Agathos 


HOPELESSNESS 


Foundation, Zambia), and an address from Agathos 
founder, Rob Smith. Pastor James Harleman will 
serve as master of ceremonies. 

This event will be a great opportunity to get 
your family, friends, community group, or co-work- 
ers to come learn about the mission of the Agathos 
Foundation and how Mars Hill One Church One Vil- 
lage (OCOV) is supporting that mission; admission 
is free and open to all. To reserve your seat at a 
table, please e-mail ocov@marshillchurch.org with 
the names in your party. 


.Or participate 

Many opportunities exist for those interested in 
taking active part in the OCOV ministry: 
1) Be a Table Captain. Bring six of your friends to 
attend the event. 
2) Donate items to the silent action. Sports tick- 
ets, a weekend away, a rare painting...be creative 
and help raise support for our village. 
3) Corporate sponsorship. A donation of $500 
qualifies a business to be a corporate sponsor. 
Corporate sponsors will be advertised at the event. 
4) Volunteer. We are looking for volunteers for the 
night of and bakers to create the desserts for the 
event. 


Please e-mail ocov@marshillchurch.org for details 
and to sign up for any of these areas. 
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A GREAT CLOUD OF WITNESSES: 


A HISTORY OF THE WEST SEATTLE CAMPUS 


By Crystal Griffin 


Editor’s note: The following is an excerpt from a complete 
historical account that will be published in conjunction with 
the re-opening of the West Seattle Campus’ main facility in 
early 2007. 


MEET ETHEL DUFF 

When I met with Ethel Duff in the summer of 2006 to 
learn about her church, she was eighty-four years old. 
A smile lit up her face and she laughed easily as she 
recounted memories of Hillcrest Presbyterian and how 
she got there. 

The days of Hillcrest Presbyterian began in 1940, 
the year the seventy-two year old Rev. Mark Matthews 
died. Matthews was pastor of Seattle First Presbyterian 
Church for almost thirty-eight years. After his death, 
forty-nine members of First Pres.’s West Seattle 
branch struck out on their own to become Hillcrest 
Presbyterian. They continued meeting in the same 
building (the building that will house Mars Hill’s West 
Seattle Campus beginning in early 2007), which Ethel 
Duff first came to know back in the 1940s. Back when 
she was twentysomething Ethel Olson. 

Friends and family had been prodding young 
Ethel to go to church. A childhood friend brought 
her to the Catholic church, but it wasn’t quite Ethel’s 
style. Then Ethel’s stepmother, who knew Rev. 
Robert Christiansen, told her to go to his church, 
Hillcrest Presbyterian. The first time she went there, 
no one even spoke to her. Ironic, for a church with 
the motto “a stranger but once.” Ethel knew that she 
would not return to such an unfriendly church. 
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But God had another plan; He brought her back 
to Hillcrest. On her second visit, an older lady in the 
church put her arms around Ethel and said, “I am so 
glad you came back.” And Ethel just kept coming back. 
She accepted Jesus at Hillcrest Presbyterian on Easter 
morning, 1942. 

Soon after, while working another job at the 
Flouring Mill, Ethel became the unpaid secretary for the 
church and assistant to Rev. Christiansen. He resigned 
in the fall of 1946 to become pastor of Mount Baker Park 
Presbyterian Church. Hillcrest was without a pastor 
until May 1947, when thirty-four year old Haldane 
(“hall-den”) Duff, accepted the call. 


A FAMILY OF EVANGELISTS 

Haldane was the eleventh pastor to serve the West Seattle 
church and a well-read student of the Word. He had 
attended Pacific Lutheran, then Seattle Pacific College 
(now Seattle Pacific University), then Biola University 
(California) and Dubuque Seminary (Iowa). 

“He spent his life [studying],” Ethel remembered. 
“He asked his dad if he should go on and get a 
doctorate and his dad said, well you have been going to 
school all your life anyway — might as well continue.” 
He chose to enter the ministry, which, according to 
his sister Helen’s autobiography (The Story Goes On), 
“seemed only natural when his entire family was in 
evangelistic work.” Helen continues: 


So upon completion of college, he entered seminary. 
. . One day a friend asked, “What is Haldane going 
to do in life?” “Oh, he’s going to seminary. He’s going 
to be a preacher,” I said. Her comment was, “Don’t 
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DURING THE MID-TWENTIETH 
CENTURY, the growing West Seattle 
congregation, led by Rev. Haldane Duff, 
raised money to build out their facility. 
Above, Rev. Duff and his future wife 
Ethel mail pounds of pennies, collected 
—— by church members. The “million penny” 
= fundraiser in 1953 paid for the church’s 


new education wing and basement. 











you Duffs know how to do anything but preach?” No 
wonder she asked that when Father, my two brothers 
and two brothers-in-law were all preachers! 


Indeed, the Duff family legacy starts with his father, 
Reverend Walter Duff, but nearly ended before it began. 
Walter was the son of a wealthy family in Ireland. While 
at home after graduating from university in England, 
he was ready to carry on the family business (linen and 
woolen mills) when he read an article about heaven and 
realized that he wasn’t sure if he was going there. 

Even though the Duffs were faithful members of 
the local church, Walter Duff had never committed 
his life to Jesus Christ. After his conversion, Walter 
learned as much as he could from the Bible and 
shared his story with as many as he could. In fact, 
according to his sister, “in the first six months of his 
Christian life hundreds of people committed their 
lives to Christ through his witness.” 

Some four years later, he knew God was calling 
him to become a preacher. Walter’s family tried to 
dissuade him, because they needed him in the family 
business. His father even offered to financially support 
two missionaries in China for Walter’s lifetime. But 
Walter was determined. So his family told him that 
his decision meant that he would have no part of the 
family fortune. 

Walter didn’t care if he was disinherited. He 
started a Bible study training program for people who 
wanted to enter the evangelistic ministry (this group 
later became the Irish Christian Workers’ Union). 
He also started evangelistic tent meetings in each of 
Northern Ireland’s eight counties. “Walter Duff? 
became a household name. 

A young English woman who came to Ireland to 
attend the training classes began using her secretarial 
skills to help Walter. Ms. Mathilda Hamilton soon 
became Mrs. Walter Duff. 

Walter trained hundreds of young people for 
Christian service around the world. He soon was 
receiving letters from missionaries he had sent to the 
U.S., urging him to come over. He had preached in 
Ireland for twenty years, but after much prayer, the 
Duffs decided to move their family (which included four 
children at the time: Helen, Evangeline, Walter, Jr., and 
Olive) to America. Helen’s words best capture the next 
plot twist: 


In the custom of the day, plans were made 
for Father to come to America first; then, when he 
was settled, we would join him. When the large 
signs began appearing everywhere advertising the 
“unsinkable Titanic,” Father immediately booked 
passage for the family, and he set sail for America 
on another ship. But life without Father was not 
easy and six months was a long time to wait to see 
him. So dear Mother, under the Lord’s direction, 


(continued: NEXT page) 





West Seattle Today 


A letter from Pastor Bubba Jennings 


Hey Mars Hill Family, 

Thanks be to God, the Mars Hill Church West Seattle Campus is growing and people are 
meeting Jesus. Each week we have many new families and individuals coming to our Sunday ser- 
vice to hear the gospel of Jesus. 

Within the last six weeks the West Seattle Campus has grown from one hundred people per 
Sunday to an average of about seven hundred. It has been amazing to see God moving in the West 
Seattle community and drawing people together for His mission. 

As anyone who has been around MHC knows, with growth comes change and new challenges. 
The West Seattle Children’s ministry has grown from fifteen kids to over one hundred kids in six 
weeks. We actually had to turn away some families and kids because within one week the Chil- 
dren’s ministry doubled in size and we didn’t have enough volunteers to keep up with the growth. 
So as you can see, we need more faithful MHC folks to help in our Children’s ministry. Please email 
shan@marshillchurch.org if you can help with Children’s Ministry in West Seattle. 

Construction on our permanent West Seattle Campus building is still going full boar and we 
are making good progress. We have finished the new Children’s Ministry wing and will have space 
to accommodate up to two hundred kids per service. The construction company is now focusing on 
finishing the main auditorium, lounge, and new bathrooms. However, we have experienced a permit 
delay which has pushed our timeline back a little. Our hope is to be in our permanent building by 
Feb ‘07. 

In the meantime, we are still meeting every Saturday at 9am at the West Seattle Campus build- 
ing for the Breakfast Club (check out www.marshillchurch.org/westseattle for more info). This is a 
time of food, fellowship, Bible study, and service. If you would like to come out and see the prog- 
ress on the campus building and help paint, please join us. Also, we will continue having worship 
services at Chief Sealth High School on Sundays at 10:30am until our permanent home is finished. 

Please continue to be in prayer for the work happening in West Seattle. 


-Bubba Jennings, West Seattle Campus Pastor 


While the more permanent campus is under renovation, 
Mars Hill’s West Seattle congregation gathers on Sundays 
in the auditorium at Chief Sealth High School, 
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I’m very sure, changed her booking and arrived to 
this new world two weeks early—while the famous 
Titanic went to a watery grave. 


The family arrived in America in March 1912, on 
the very same day the tragic news of the Titanic 
was announced. 

Haldane Duff was born in Minnesota in 1913. His 
father preached for thirty-three years in America. He 
taught all five of his children to serve the Lord; his three 
daughters traveled as a gospel trio and re-opened closed 
churches in rural and urban areas, and his two sons both 
became preachers. Haldane learned how to preach and 
lead people from his father. 

After seminary, Haldane Duff (now a reverend) 
pastored Portland’s Trinity Presbyterian Church for 
three years. According to accounts at the time, while at 
Trinity, Rev. Duff “made a brilliant record in building 
up the finances and membership as well as a large 
increase in the Sunday School.” Haldane moved north 
to Seattle. He delivered his first message at Hillcrest on 
May 18, 1947, and was officially installed the following 
Sunday by the Seattle Presbytery. 

It was at Hillcrest that Haldane first encountered 
the secretary and pastor’s assistant, Ethel. Like Haldane’s 
mother and father, their friendship and common 
ministry would blossom into love — though it would need 
a few more years to grow. 

In the meantime, Hillcrest Pres. began to grow as 
well, as Haldane’s success in Portland continued in West 
Seattle. Even Ethel’s father started going to the church 
and was saved under Haldane’s teaching. It didn’t take 
long for the congregation to outgrow the first building 
on the property at 7551 35th Avenue S.W. 


EXPANSION ‘48 

Rev. Haldane Duff was a man who “just wanted to get 
the gospel out.” God blessed this mission and the church 
that supported it. 

Theyearafter Haldane became pastor,on Halloween 
in 1948, Hillcrest held a ground-breaking ceremony for 
its second building on the West Seattle property. This 
building was designed as an exact replica of Christ 
Church in Philadelphia, where George Washington 
attended. It was to include a chapel with seating for 573 
people, parlors, a large fellowship hall, and “the latest in 
kitchen, heating and acoustical equipment.” A colonial 
spire was also added to the church. With this addition 
onto the first wooden building, the entire church building 
became L-shaped. 

The cornerstone of the second building was laid on 
December 11, 1949, just over a year after the ground- 
breaking ceremony. The original wooden building was 
then used for Sunday school classes. The first church ser- 
vice in the new building took place on Christmas Sunday, 
December 25, 1949. The congregation held a dedication 
service for the building on September 24, 1950. They 


(continued: SEE ‘West Seattle’ page 20) 
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WALTER DUFF (bottom right) 

opted out of the family fortune in order to 
become an evangelist. He left Ireland for 
America in 1911 and booked passage for 
his family on the “unsinkable Titanic”, 
scheduled for departure a few months 
later. The wait was too long, however, 
and the family wound up leaving two 
weeks earlier than scheduled, arriving in 
America the very same day that news of 
the Titanic’s destruction was announced. 
This providential passage cleared the way 
Jor the birth of Haldane (bottom left), the 
youngest of the Duff children, who grew up 
to become pastor of Hillcrest Presbyterian, 
which helped build the facility that 1s now 
Mars Hills West Seattle Campus. 
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10.22 - E-Pop Live 


christmas 


11.12 = Mars Hill Christmas 


12.10 - Northern Conspiracy Live 
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SERVE IHE CITY 


A twenty-four hour journey of love 
for Seattle, 6pm 11/17—6pm 11/18 
(Fri-Sat). 

Stay the night at Mars Hill’s Ballard 
Campus and spend the next day 
serving the church and the city on a 
whirlwind tour of various social 
action agencies throughout Seattle. 
marshillchurch.org/proxy 





A FAMILY 


For more information email 
adoptafamily @ marshillchurch.org 
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By Joey Furlan 





The setup begins when an undercover volunteer “decoy” 
enters an internet chat room. Posing as a thirteen year-old 
child, the decoy waits for a sexual predator to initiate conver- 
sation. Once the intention of the predator is clear, the decoy 
arranges a time and a place to meet the would-be assailant, 
and the trap is set. The predator agrees to show up, but 
gives little consideration as to what truly may await him. 

It's all a part of the Dateline NBC segment, “To Catch 
a Predator,” hosted by Chris Hansen. When the predator 
arrives at the pre-determined location (maybe a kitchen, 
living room, or backyard patio), a real life decoy is there to 
greet him. An eighteen year-old actress plays the unnerving 
role of adolescent prey, inviting the predator to make himself 
comfortable while she freshens up. 

As soon as the decoy leaves the room, Hansen walks 
in and immediately begins questioning the predator: What 
are you doing here? Why did you come here? What did you 
intend to do? Hansen remains calm and collected as the 
predator begins to squirm. 

Initial responses tend to include stuff like: | wasn’t 
going to do anything; | didn’t know she was only thirteen; | 
made a mistake. The tone inevitably shifts, however, when 
Hansen begins to read transcripts from sexually explicit 
online exchanges. 

Upon hearing his own perverse words read back to him, 
one man hangs his head and begins to cry. “I f-d up my 
marriage. | f—d up my life. | don’t deserve any of it.” Another 
man blames his wife. “She’s so demanding...that’s why | did 
this stupid thing.” 

After Hansen confronts the predator, he dismisses the 
man who then departs into the hands of a police force wait- 
ing nearby. More questioning is often followed by arrest and 
incarceration. Punishment and consequences. 

They come from all walks of life-school teacher, rabbi, 
computer engineer, Marine Corps sniper—but the men busted 
on “To Catch a Predator” have at least one dark secret in 
common. Some will even travel up to five hours to visit the 
house where they believe a little girl is waiting to have sex 
with them. 

Young and old, rich and poor, of every creed and 
faith-the guilty are an endless stream of men who could 
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“Sooner or later God ll cut you down 


have been good fathers, loving sons, kind grandfathers, 
great employees come in all shapes and sizes. Some are 
quite intelligent-doctors, teachers, engineers, preachers, 
and even a rabbi—while others seem borderline retarded. But 
all of them are led like bulls to the slaughter by their insatiable 
lust. It’s a horrible loss. 

Many of the mean who get angry when caught are 
probably upset because they consider themselves to be 
otherwise “good people”. As all of us, they have a picture of 
themselves that doesn’t exactly square with reality. 

When faced with their true selves and their hidden sin, 
the impact is undeniable, which makes “To Catch a Predator” 
a chilling picture of what it’s like to stand before God after 
we die. Excuses, remorse, tears, broken-heartedness, fear, 
desperation, lies, pleas for mercy, protestations of innocence, 
recognition of sin, promises of change...it’s so compelling, so 
sobering, so frightening to imagine similar events in a divine 
context, with eternal implications. 

These men harbor evil, wretched intentions. They de- 
serve to have their lives utterly destroyed. The crazy thing that 
really began to hit me while watching this show, however, is 
the truth that | am just as guilty before God. He is perfect. 
He is holy. | am not. On “To Catch a Predator”, 
arrive—literally one after another—to have the darkest corners 
of their life lain before them. All of their excuses amount to 
nothing but pathetic lies. There’s nothing left to do but plead, 
as one man did, “I know what the law says, but I’m really 
hoping for a warning...I’m begging, begging please.” 

Never before have | been so thankful, so ecstatically 
grateful that Christ took the hit for me. Without Him, the 
alternative is horrifying. To be there on that day, face to 
the floor, weeping and begging for mercy, no excuses left, 
screaming for one more chance as the transcript of my life 
is read back-to realize it was all caught, all recorded, every 
word, every look, every thought, and every deed! To come 
out of the haze of self confidence and jaunty good humor to 
find myself-in an instant—completely revealed. 

To be in that darkest of all moments—but then to look 
and see my Savior: smiling, holding up His hand to stay judg- 
ment, saying “Wait! This one is with me. My blood covers 
him. Get up, son. Come with me into your rest.” Thank you, 
Jesus, for grace. 1% 
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VOX POP: So what’s happening with Film 
and Theology? Why the shake-up? 


PJH: We’re shaking things up to fit a multi- 
campus church. We’re doing three back- 
to-back Fridays hitting all the campuses in 
November, and then we’ll re-launch the min- 
istry in January with one movie a month at a 
different campus each time. In 2007 you can 
join us each month at a different location, or 
just enjoy the one nearest you each quarter. 


VP: How did you get involved with Film & 
Theology? 


PJH: Before | was a Christian, movies were 
my idols...well, movies, television, comic 
books, all of it. | was a media whore. | ac- 
tually had that nickname in college. | loved 
story, | loved heroes, and | was immersed. 
Each grand narrative was like a little baptism, 
each film was like two hours of salvation from 
this meaningless existence under the sun. 

When | met Jesus, | realized that he was 
the very real hero of a very true story, and 
that he embodied all the good qualities in 
the heroes and stories | was immersed in. | 
got baptized and started worshipping Jesus 
because he was not fantasy — he was reality, 
and the one | wanted to be immersed in and 
live for. 


VP: Wait...it sounds like you’re painting mov- 
ies and media as sinful pursuits, yet you’re 
the one hosting them for Mars Hill Church. 


PJH: What I’m saying is that turning to this 
stuff as your comfort (or escape), apart from 
relationship with Christ, is idolatrous. That’s 
the intent and condition of one’s heart. The 
form of media - or even its content — is not 
inherently sinful. Entertainment is not evil. 
Even Webster’s definition defines two pos- 
tures toward entertainment: one is “diver- 
sion” and the other is “engagement”. At Mars 
Hill Church, we believe that Christians should 
engage life with discernment, and this means 
both the people they talk to as well as the 
media they consume. To allow movies and 
video games and other things to serve as di- 
version seems at odds with what we profess 
about joy and hope and satisfaction in this 
life though Jesus Christ. 


VP: So what place do fiction novels, televi- 
sion, movies, video games and media have 
in the Christian life? 


PJH: They can certainly entertain us, given 
a godly perspective. God is the Creator, and 
part of being made in His image and likeness 
bears itself out in our creativity. Even people 


FILM, 


THEOLOGY-STYLE 


A definitive look inside a 
Mars Hill institution with the 
man in charge of it, Pastor 
James Harleman 


By Rahne Taylor 


Until October, “Film and Theology” was 
a monthly staple of Mars Hill Church for 
more than five years. After a mysterious 
hiatus, the ministry makes up for lost 
time this month with a triple-header: 
screening three different films at three 
different Mars Hill campuses. Vox Pop 
caught up with Administrative Pastor 
James Harleman, who leads the ministry 
and typically preaches at F&T events, to 
find out more about this ministry and 
where it’s heading. 



























who don’t love Jesus can craft an engaging 
tale that captures love and life and art and 
passion and depicts aspects of the depraved 
and heroic. A talented film director may not 
know Jesus, but can still communicate a 
message that is powerful and has kernels of 
truth and wisdom. 


VP: So Christians are free to enjoy “secular” 
art and music and film without it being just a 
“guilty pleasure”? 


PJH: Depending on the motives of their 
heart, absolutely. Sadly, | think on the aver- 
age day most Christians who consume 
popular culture either feel it’s something 
sneaky they do apart from their faith, or they 
see no connection at all between the plasma 
screen and their walk with Jesus. At Mars 
Hill Church, we call Christians to mature in 
their faith and engage their culture biblically. 
We take seriously the apostle Paul’s words 
to the Corinthian church when he tells them 
that “whether you eat or drink or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God.” With the 
right heart, you can watch Office Space to 
the glory of God. 


VP: So you’re drinking that coffee to the glory 
of God? 


PJH: (raising his mermaid-stamped paper 
cup) Amen. And by the grace of God I’m not 
a zombie the rest of the day. 


VP: Speaking of Office Space, | bet a lot of 
evangelical Christianity would declare it unfit 
for viewing, due to the R rating. 


PJH: Now we're getting to the real ques- 
tions. Again, it comes down to intent. If a 
Christian is watching it for selfish indul- 
gence, disconnected from what should be 
a lifelong walk with Jesus, something is in- 
deed amiss. However, most of the language 
in Office Space mirrors the language of most 
peoples’ co-workers, neighbors, and likely 
friends and acquaintances they have that 
don’t share the faith that Christians hold as 
central to our lives. 

What usually happens in evangelical 
circles is that the Christians shun the popular 
media because of its content, and concur- 
rently cut themselves off from co-workers 
and neighbors as a result. Not only do they 
disconnect from water cooler conversations 
because they don’t know the culture or 
have any conversational connection, it even 
becomes “logical” that, if you don’t want to 
be surrounded by fictional characters that 


(continued: SEE ‘Film & Theology’ page 20) 


1. THE MATRIX 


The sequels left a bad taste in most peoples’ 
mouths, but the conversations and imagery 
provide endless conversation pieces. If you 
can’t endure Keanu Reeves, comparable films 
with similar savior themes include Equilibrium, 
Dark City and even Disney’s Tron. (R) 


2.THE DEVIL'S ADVOCATE 


Anarrative essay on the broad path to destruc- 
tion, with talent, good intentions, and noble 
character inevitably compromised by pride, 
wealth, lust and ultimately the devil himself. 
Pacino’s portrayal of the devil is chillingly ac- 
curate. It pains me to put Keanu Reeves twice 
in the top three, but there you go. (R) 


>. FIGHT CLUB 


Ascathing critique of modern culture, covering 
everything from materialism, to men robbed of 


masculinity, to the shortcomings of self-help § 


therapy, to the ultimate “logic” of Nietzchean 
will-to-power apart from Christ. All this and 
black comedy. (R) 


4..SIGNS 


A somber look at how our faith is tested by 
calamity and the loss of loved ones, culminat- 
ing in an examination of God’s sovereignty 
and the assertion in Romans that “for those 
who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to 
his purpose.” (PG-13) 


5. AMADEUS 


A semi-historic tale of Mozart and a contem- 
porary who rages against God for giving talent 
to aman who seems godless. He is livid that 
Amadeus Mozart will be remembered whereas 
he will not. Naturally, this angry man overlooks 
his own pride, jealousy, and the luxurious po- 
sition he’s been given. (PG; director’s cut, R) 


Pastor James says, 
“Mind your 
MOv1es: 


18:10 


Pastor James was asked to list ten of the 
more theologically provocative films. The 
first three are oft-referred to as the “Mars 
Hill Trilogy”, staples of the ministry. 































6. DONNIE DARKO 


A thinking man’s film that requires a lot of 
post-viewing discussion to sort out. The film 
deals with teen angst, questions about God’s 
existence, predestination, and sacrifice, set 
in the 80s with a great retro soundtrack. The 
director confesses uncertainty about why he 
was wrestling with the idea of predestination 
but felt “compelled” to tell the story. (R) 


‘7. THE TRUMAN SHOW 


A humorous yet very sobering look at a char- 
acter who discovers that his life is a televi- 
sion show. This leads to a growing passion 
to escape being watched and controlled by 
the show’s creator. The creator in this story 
is flawed, his motives questionable, yet it still 
evokes interesting conversation about the 
human state and our posture toward the true 
Creator. (PG) 


8. FRAILTY 


A haunting tale reminiscent of The Twilight 
Zone that addresses skepticism and religious 
fanaticism, playing with our perspective and 
assumptions and leaving a controversial but 
undeniable climax. (R) 


9. CITIZEN KANE 


Following the death of a publishing tycoon, 
news reporters scramble to discover the 
meaning of his final utterance. A master- 
piece of groundbreaking cinema that draws 


# several parallels to Ecclesiastes in this story 


of a man who attains everything...except 
satisfaction. (PG) 


10. BATMAN BEGINS 


Arguably the best comic book hero film, ma- 
turely grappling with the difference between 
vengeance and justice, the shortcomings of 
pacifism, the abuses of terrorism, and the 
tension in finding ways to transform a fallen 
city in desperate need of a savior. (PG-13) 


Underoath “Define the Great Line” 


By Kyle Isaacson 





Tooth and Nail’s screamo/hardcore ensemble, Underoath, 
erupted this June with a third full-length album, Define the 
Great Line, an explosive and lyrically enigmatic follow-up 
to their largely successful sophomore effort, They’re Only 
Chasing Safety. The disc offers eleven tracks of bone- 
crunching guitar action combined with throaty growls, well- 
placed vocals, and an occasional beat that will set your feet 
to tapping. 


Courtesy of www.underoath777.com 


Before we get too far, | should preface this article with 
the disclaimer that | happen to be chief of the magnanimous 
review. Some label me as too generous or even discount 
my critical thinking abilities, but | say if | was their high 
school math teacher nobody would be complaining. | judge 
based on the experience. And to experience the chalkboard 
screech Underoath frontman, Spencer Chamberlain, is like 
getting my whole body tattooed while skydiving. 

| expect a new album to be something different than 
the old album, even if the something different is small. Track 
one, “In Regards to Myself,” makes this change readily clear 
with a hopskotching guitar intro and the inviting proclama- 
tion, “Wake up Wake up!” Usually after listening to a new 
CD a few times, | start skipping the first track because my 
ears have habituated the beginning notes and | start get- 
ting annoyed. With Define the Great Line, however, | cannot 
force my finger to push skip and sail over the catchy, dis- 
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torted twang-screech-twang-scream-scream-scream of the 
first few seconds. 

Underoath’s perspective unfolds over the course of 
the disc with ideas like, “We're nothing but hollow vessels 
in search of what makes us alive.” The lyrics continue to 
wander; symbiotically vomiting self-loathing anguish and 
hopeful curiosity, and the music does the same, shifting from 
harmonic sprints to teetering discord. Each phrase hits like 
a well-timed bottle rockets. When consumed together the 
songs stand on the edge, vacillating between light (“I can 





stand if you lend the hand to brace me”) and dark (“we'll 
speak of what a waste | am”), despair (“I’ve been swallowed 
up alive”) and hope (“I know there must be some way out of 
here”), and, ultimately, within the introspective atmosphere 
of the approaching line we all will cross. 

Flannery O'Conner once said, in reference to story, 
that we find grace unexpectedly in bleak yet believable 
circumstances. | believe this is true of music as well. To 
some the record may seem cliché; it might take itself too 
seriously or appear overproduced. But the music contains 
a story, a light that, as Spencer howls while vocally ravaging 
the microphone, makes it “all worth reaching for.” \%4 






































GOT QUESTIONS 
ABOUT JESUS? 


KNOW SOMEBODY 
WHO DOES? 


Join us and bring your friends for a dozen answers 


to common questions about a man who 
claimed to be God. 


Watch & listen to archived Vintage Jesus sermons at 
marshillchurch.org/sermonseries/vinta gejesus 


10.08.2006 — Is Jesus the only God? 


10.15.2006 — How human was Jesus? 


ARCHIVED 


10.22.2006 — What did Jesus accomplish on 
the cross? 


10.29.2006 — Did Jesus rise from death? 


11.05.2006 — Where is Jesus today? 


11.12.2006 — What will Jesus do upon 
His return? 


11.19.2006 — Why should we worship Jesus? 


11.26 2006 — What makes Jesus superior to 
other saviors? 


12.03.2006 — How did people know Jesus was 
coming? 


12.10.2006 — Why did Jesus come to earth? 


12.17.2006 — Why did Jesus’ mom need to be 
a virgin? 


12.24.2006 — What difference has Jesus made 
in history? 




















Was Road Biking to Red Hook Brewery — Ride ihe 
Burk- Gilman tran! irom biaithren Boech Pack 
io the Ried Hook Brewery and erngoy some good 
conversation and redreshments 


Ali Wick al awk nichandny,com 


ii. 18 Vesper Peak Hike 一 An intormediate hike 
anplonng the beauitul alpina wilderness. Game 
fepecting snow, ë, and a class 2 scramble 
Dvid Shaweakl at Fata foc ou ee 


11.25 Indoor Climbing at Stone Gardens - A graat 
epporwnty ler Hrem chmas and kids ba qa 
mtroduced to the sport of rock climbing. iT 
art awadabls for mone adwanced chenbors as weil 
HancyyHin Tripp af parses _climbguieyanios.com 


H you are wondering why you are seeing fewer activites on 
the Mars Hil Outdoors calendar thes month, if is becouse 
Nowember and December have traditional been “broaihor™ 
monthes for the MHO coordinators. These months give us 
iima bo recoup, regroup and get nady for ihe upcoming 
yaar: If neat yoar is anything like ihe pasi 12 months, we 
hawa a lot of preparing to do! 


Vie would hing bo thank the wall ower 1,000 piima who 
Mibonded cur Dl acted over the Gast 12 moethe and 
mathe this the most successbul yearn MACs hestory 
We hiva added io aur beadership, expanded aur actnely 
range and witnessed the beauty of God's creation im ever 
dpandag way. We look forvand bo stag you m 2007, 
whether 4 be encwehoesng on Ramer, sheng al Sun Peaks, 
Canada, of SCUBA dong off Bainbridge Island. 
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By Daniel Rice 


There are numerous pitfalls in this lfe，but they are often 
not the ones we take for granted. Take art as an example. In 
Walking on Water, author Madeleine L'Engle puts it, “Bad 
art is bad religion.” This axiom hits home because it is true of 
not just art, but life itself; one could just as easily say, “Bad 
living is bad religion.” 

At the beginning of each semester | often tell my art 
students, “Don’t be fooled into thinking you can hide behind 
your paintings. When you put your brush to the canvas you are 
naked to your viewers; regardless of your creative wizardry.” 

A person's art reveals the person who does it. Frank 
Lloyd Wright, the great American Architect, once said, “When 
you see an architect’s work, you have him. You know exactly 
what kind of person he is.” This strikes me as true. Ironically, 
some of the roofs on Wright's buildings leaked, and Falling 
Water, his acclaimed master piece, is undergoing serious 
repair. Sometimes his ego overreached his ethics. There is a 
life lesson in this. 

When a person paints, sings, leads worship, builds a 
house, takes an exam, or makes something with their hands, 
they reveal what kind of person they are. It is impossible to 
hide it. If they are shy. It shows. If they are lazy, it can’t be 
hidden. If they are arrogant, or flippant, or an optimist, or a 
pessimist, it all comes to the surface in the things they make 
with their hands. We don’t just speak with our mouths, we 
teach with our works as well. When our works proclaim that 
excellence matters, we are telling the truth, because we are 
demonstrating the kind of work done by our Father. 

Shoddy products do not glorify Him. It is an embar- 
rassment to His name, to His people, and to His kingdom. 
Excellence in our art is a benefit to God’s Kingdom. Not that 
our pursuit of excellence should be an obsession, but it should 
rate pretty high on our list just the same. It takes a long time 
to become truly good at something. Sometimes my painting 
students groan when | tell them the simple truth that it takes 
thirty years for a painter to achieve their mature style, that is, to 
become a master. Many times, when people watch me paint 
they ask, “How long have you been painting?” They know 
intuitively that it takes a long time to achieve one’s goals. 

We are in an age when pursuit of genuine mastery is 
often considered uncool because it takes too much time, 
costs too much money, and requires too much practice. 
| often hear the line, “I like to do abstract paintings better 
than realistic paintings,” and it is true that abstract paintings 
are tons of fun. But people often say this because they sim- 
ply cannot draw, and frequently do not want to take the time 
to learn to draw. | have turned away numerous students over 
the years who would not learn to draw before they started to 
paint. They thought it was too hard; not worth their time; a 
waste of money for drawing lessons. People want to make 








a “Grand Canyon,” but they try to do it with a garden hose. 
They forget, or ignore the fact that it takes the time and per- 
sistence a mighty Colorado River to carve a Grand Canyon. 
It takes discipline in drawing to make great paintings, even 
if they are abstract paintings. The difference in the results 
are striking. Picasso, the master of abstract painting (he 
and Braque invented it), was a master draughtsman by the 
time he was a teenager, and it shows in his masterful works. 
Guernica, his all time greatest work, though greatly abstract, 
is rooted entirely in classical drawing skills, and a complete 
understanding of composition. Guernica was not just a sen- 
sation in the 1930s, it will be a sensation a thousand years 
from now. 

Often | hear pastors and youth workers say they want 
to use the arts to reach people for Christ, and | think that 
is truly exciting, but then they have one or two art events, 
usually poorly planned and quickly executed, and Christ gets 
a bad name because the art was, shall we say, substandard. 
| agree with Madeleine L'Engle, “Bad art is bad religion.” | 
wonder: if art were our only means by which to point people 
to Christ, then what would our art look like? 

When any form of art is done in the name of a person’s 
faith, it says volumes about their belief system, their theol- 
ogy, their person and their values. Their work makes them 
naked to their viewers. So, what is the difference between 
bad art and good art? How can we know, and how can we 
keep from promoting bad art, and thus “bad religion?” Good 
art is excellent! Whether it is Mozart or Rapp, a traditional 
landscape painting, or an abstract architectural structure like 
our own EMP building near the Seattle Center, good art; art 
that is excellent, glorifies God best. 

There is only one thing worse that bad art, and that 
is no art at all. Let us never go soft on this point. We are 
encouraged in Psalm 33:1-3 to “Sing joyfully to the LORD, 
you righteous...Sing to him a new song...play skillfully, and 
shout for joy” (emphasis added). 

This means sing now. We don't have the option to wait 
until all is flawless. The pursuit of excellence is not a final 
destination, it is a pilgrimage on which we develop and ma- 
ture. But, as you sing now, sing as skillfully as you can. Paint 
as skillfully as you can. Build, dance, shout, teach, administer, 
show mercy, prophecy, teach, pastor, show hospitality and 
friendship with grace and with as much excellence as you 
posses — yet reaching always higher. Whatever we do, we 
should do it with all our might, and with all the skill within us. 
People should know us for our good art, because good art is 
also good religion. w4 
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By Nathan Burke 


Over the last ten years, Mars Hill Church has grown dramati- 
cally, not only in size but also in our use of technology. In that 
time we have always been quick to embrace new forms of ad- 
vancement in the way we do sound, lights, and (now increas- 
ingly) video. With the ten year anniversary, the new “Vintage 
Jesus” series, and branching out to new campuses with video 
and streaming capabilities, we are witnessing new levels of 
technology on a weekly basis. But what goes on behind closed 
doors that make it all possible? 

The worship department, which is responsible for every- 
thing that happens on stage other than preaching, has a staff of 
about a dozen. Responsibilities vary from video production, to 
lighting, to mixing sound, to capturing and recording all these 
different elements, to administration. Needless to say there is 
a lot that goes into any one service. A trip around the inner 
workings of any of the campuses will reveal a complicated 
world of conduit, wires, cameras, mixing boards, and the 
unrecognizable Star Trek-ish gear (next time you are sitting 
in the Ballard auditorium, just glance up), but there is much 
more to it than just gear. 

Jeff VanderGiessen, Productions and Service Director 
across all campuses, emphasizes that much of the work done 
around any Sunday service is done by volunteers. “The work 
done in the production department, as in every department 
at Mars Hill Church, relies heavily on the use of volunteers.” 
There are hundreds of people that contribute to the produc- 
tion of Sunday services, not including the scores of other 
volunteers in different ministries. 

The goal of good production is to go unnoticed. As 
VanderGiessen states, “In managing production aspects, we 
are always striving to produce every detail of our Sunday 


services in such a way that people don’t realize that we 


Running video, PowerPoint, 
lights, and other elements of 
Mars Hill Productions, staff 
and volunteers like Justin 
Eby (left) and Moses Israel 
Padilla (right) worship a little 
differently than most people 
on Sundays: by offering their 
time and talents to operate 
what is arguably the church’s 
most “visible” behind-the- 
scenes ministry. 


exist.” It is usually only when things go wrong that people 
become distracted. 

There are some, however, who might find the style and 
level of production distracting in and of itself, or perhaps 
not authentic. But there are also those who think the devil 
lives in the ceiling of the Ballard Campus simply because it is 
painted black. We have all experienced people who come into 
a situation with pre-conceived notions of what worship should 
“look like” in their minds in order to be worshipful. I think 
back to the Gospel of John chapter 4 where Jesus says to the 
Samaritan woman at the well that “the hour is coming, and is 
now here, when the true worshippers will worship in spirit 
and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship 
him” (ESV). 

It is also the goal of the Worship Department to do 
everything as excellently as it possible can. I think back to 
the woman who anointed the head of Jesus with expensive 
perfume (Matthew 26:6-13) and was accused of being waste- 
ful, but Jesus defends her as having done “a beautiful thing.” 
Likewise we should strive to give the very utmost in all that 
we do — why should it be any less in producing services on 
Sunday? Churches have been notoriously behind in just about 
everything: culturally, socially, and technologically. At Mars 
Hill we have been blessed with people with an eye to the future 
in these regards, and will hopefully continue to be so. 

One area with an eye to the future that has become more 
developed of late is in video production. This extends to the 
streaming of sermons to Shoreline, the new HD camera and 
playback at the llam service in Ballard, and also the new video 
content (like the pre-sermon interviews) which will prove to be 
more and more prevalent in Mars Hill services. 

Using video will allow services to be much more multi- 
media in their execution, but also more diverse in the type of 


content that is presented. The “Vintage Jesus” series with its 





video interview introductions is a perfect example of how issues 
can be brought up and addressed in a new way for Mars Hill. 
It is also important to remember that an increasingly large 
area of ministry for Mars Hill is online. Thousands of people 
all over the country (and the world) download sermon video 
and other content on a weekly basis. It is amazing to think 
there are often more people hearing and seeing the sermon 
over the internet than there are people who see it live. 

As technology develops this will continue to be the case, 
and we should consider ourselves blessed that we are part 
of a church that sees this as a great opportunity to present 
the gospel in pioneering ways rather than merely arrive at a 


comfortable place and stop growing. W4 


RESURGENCE 


As another generation comes of age, 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ must resurge... 


theResurgence.com. 


A free online collaborative resource of biblically 
based missional theology for the church in 
today’s culture. 
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Dorothy, we're not in Seattle anymore... 


Contending for and contextualizing the faith at the Desiring God Conference 


By Elisabeth Krohn 





Editor’s note: The 2006 Desiring God Conference took 
place at the Minneapolis Convention Center last month. 
Mars Hill’s own Pastor Mark Driscoll was among the confer- 
ence speakers. 


Just a few short weeks ago | had the privilege of attending 
the Desiring God Conference in Minneapolis. Let me tell you, 
for a theology geek like myself, it was definitely a treat. 
What was it like? Well, we're talking the Midwest, folks—a 
large crew of middle-aged people in khakis and dress shirts, 
a solid contingency of hipply dressed twentysomething guys 
aspiring to be pastors, and quite a few college kids. | didn’t 
spot any chain-smokers milling around outside the doors of 
the auditorium, nor did | catch any glimpse of unusual pierc- 
ings or any tattoos at all. No dueling drummers rocking out 
up on stage during worship. And the house lights remained 
on during the duration of the conference. Nope, it wasn’t 
Mars Hill, friends. But, man, was it great teaching. 

The importance of cities in transforming culture for Jesus, 
the centrality of the gospel in all things, the substitutionary 
atonement of Christ, the glory of God and our satisfaction in 
Him-these are the deep things of the faith | heard preached 
about from the likes of Tim Keller, David Wells, and D.A. 
Carson. Although the conference’s host, John Piper, did not 
refer to rednecks or Pamela Anderson in any of his teaching 
illustrations, what | heard from the pulpit made me feel right 
at home. 

Along with these older men of the faith, | was greatly 
blessed by the teaching of Voddie Baucham, a big, jovial, 
African-American guy who spent time explaining how the 
Christian worldview has all the significant and transformative 
answers to man’s existence and meaning; the postmodernist 
view just can’t match up. He taught with tears in his eyes, re- 
membering his own history of growing up in the L.A. projects 
with a Buddhist-believing mom. 

Pastor Mark spent his stage time laying it down about 
Jesus, in his typical stand-up, straight-shootin,’ culturally 
relevant way. He stressed the importance of keeping close- 
hand and open-hand issues in their proper place in light of 
the false teaching running rampant in the emergent church 
circles. He made it very clear that we must have a robust 
view of both the humanity and deity of Jesus in reaching out 
to the lost, whatever culture and location we've been called 
to. It was a blessing, as always, to be under his teaching. 

Although I greatly enjoyed Mark's message, | kept getting 
distracted by the reactions of the 3000+ people in the audi- 
ence around me. | realized that, to them, Mark's delivery was 
anything but usual. 50 Cent and Axel Rose sharing a sentence 
with Jesus was apparently not something many were used to. 
There were peals of laughter, a bit of bewilderment, and shock 
on many peoples’ faces—even more so than the newbies that 
walk in the doors of Mars Hill on any given Sunday. 
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For instance, my roommate and fellow traveler Sally told 
me that the older gentlemen sitting next to her would laugh 
at some of Mark’s tamer comments, but when the jokes 
got a bit more edgy, he'd start to move around in his seat 
a bit, sorta wriggle, start to let out a chuckle—but then stop 
himself. The two men in front of me kept laughing but then 
turning and looking at one another to make sure the other 
had the same reaction. Both Sally and | came to the conclu- 
sion that many in the audience were thinking, His theology 
seems right on track, but should | really be laughing about 
his sarcastic quandary as to whether anyone really checked 
for circumcision back in the early church? 

My prayer is that every person who was sitting in that 
audience (myself included) would consider how they can use 
the conduit of culture in their city, suburb, or small town to 
reach more people for Jesus. Maybe it needs to look differ- 
ent than the current way their doing things. Maybe it needs 
to stretch some comfort zones or preconceived notions. 
It doesn’t have to look like Mars Hill-in fact it shouldn't. 
Minneapolis isn’t Seattle. Neither is Chicago or Florida or 
Texas, for that matter. | just know that because culture is 
constantly changing, we must continue to evaluate how we 
share God's timeless truth with the people in our neighbor- 
hoods, workplaces, schools, etc., so that more people know 
the Jesus they desperately need. \% 


To receive audio from the Desiring God Conference, 
subscribe to the Resugence podcast (www.theresurgence. 
com), or go to www.desiringgod.org. 








PASTOR LIEF 


ON INTERNET DATING 


Online dating, God’s sovereignty, and love on the web: Pastor Lief 
teaches all about it. Fri, 11/10 at 6:30pm MHC | ballard campus 
Presented by Covenant Singles Ministry. marshillchurch.org/covenant 











“One of the 
Highlights of 
My Life” 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 


Editor’s note: The following is an excerpt from 
Pastor Mark Driscoll’s blog, located at 
www.theresurgence.com. 


Last week was a glorious week. Early Friday morning 
my wife Grace and | boarded a flight to Minneapolis 
for the national Desiring God conference hosted by 
my friend Dr. John Piper. We left our four older chil- 
dren at home while my youngest son Gideon Joseph 
traveled with us. We checked into our hotel and had 
dinner with Dr. Piper and the other speakers before 
| got to sit in on a panel discussion with Dr. Piper 
and Dr. Tim Keller, both of whom I love and respect 
tremendously. Afterward, Grace and | hung out with 
Justin Taylor from Crossway who has also become 
an encouraging friend. 

The next day we again hung out with all of the 
speakers (Dr. David Wells, Dr. D. A. Carson, Dr. Tim 
Keller, Dr. John Piper, and Voddie Baucham). | had 
previously spent some time with everyone except 
Wells and Baucham and it was a privilege to meet 
both men. Dr. Wells’ writing has been very shaping 
for me over the years, and Baucham is now among my 
favorite people because he loves kids and got down 
on the floor in his suit to wrestle with my eight-month- 
old boy. It was funny to see my son growl at aman who 
is big enough to have his own zip code and looks like 
he should be the pulling guard for a pro football team. 

Perhaps the funniest backstage moment for me 
was when all the speakers showed up to have our 
photo taken. Thinking it was casual dress, | wore dark 
jeans and was humored to find that | was the only 
man not wearing a suit. | had nearly worn my “Vote 
for Jesus” T-shirt but instead grabbed a button-up at 
the last minute, which was better, but certainly no suit. 
Upon seeing me in jeans, the stately gentleman Dr. 
Wells actually busted up laughing as he envisioned 
what the photo would look like with me and the guys 
dressed up in suits. 

That [Saturday] afternoon | spoke at a main ses- 
sion and rushed to the airport to fly back to Seattle 
that night. On Sunday we celebrated the ten-year an- 
niversary of Mars Hill Church. It was a very emotional 
day for me. We started as a flat-broke Bible study of 
mainly college students and indie rockers in one of 
America’s least churched cities when | was twenty- 
five. | actually cried at most of the services when it hit 


(continued: SEE ‘Desiring God’ page 21) 


spiritual disciplines 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 





There is a time for every- 
thing, and a season for every 
activity under heaven ...a 
time to be silent and a time 
to speak... 

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7b 


This article is the fourth in a ten-part series examining 
the various spiritual disciplines that God uses to draw us 
closer to Himself and to one another so that we can become 
increasingly more like Jesus. The underlying theme of the 
series is that there is a tension between active and contem- 
plative disciplines; most people are stronger in one aspect 
of the discipline and weaker in another and therefore need 
to grow in their area of weakness. This month we examine 
the contemplative spiritual discipline of silence and the ac- 
tive spiritual discipline of speaking. 


Silence 

(This section was adapted from “Addicted to noise? ‘Silence’ 
is a 1-step program that works,” originally printed in The 
Seattle Times.) 

It was a very normal day until | realized that | was actively 
destroying my own soul. 

The day began with my alarm jolting me awake. | im- 
mediately turned on my BlackBerry to hear it chime for each 
voicemail and email that had been left while | slept. | stepped 
into the shower where | listened to my waterproof radio. | then 
turned on the television to catch some news while | dressed. 
Driving to work | tuned in to some talk-radio banter. 

Throughout the day the chime on my laptop kept ringing 
as email arrived, and my cell phone continued to vibrate and 
ring on my hip. Before long, | needed a break, and | put on 
my iPod to go for a walk. 

On the drive home, | again listened to the radio in an 
effort to drown out the blaring horns of frustrated fellow com- 
muters. After eating dinner and tucking my five children into 
bed, | turned on the television to watch shows | had recorded 
on my Tivo. 

As | drifted off to sleep, it dawned on me that | had 
not had one minute of silence during my entire day. It was 
possible, | realized, that | could live the rest of my life without 
ever again experiencing silence. 

In that moment, God deeply convicted me that | was 
addicted to the false trinity of our day, the gods known as 
Noise, Hurry, and Crowds. | remembered the words of mis- 
sionary martyr Jim Elliot, who said, “I think the devil has made 
it his business to monopolize on three elements: noise, hurry, 
crowds ... Satan is quite aware of the power of silence.” 
| began to ponder what Jesus’ life might be like if He lived 
today. Would He be available to all of His followers twenty- 
four hours a day on His BlackBerry? Would He have left 


His phone on at the Last Supper and been continually inter- 
rupted by needless calls? Would He have failed to stop and 
speak to needy people because their weeping was not loud 
enough for Him to hear over His iPod as He hurried past 
them on His way to a meeting He was already late for? 

In that moment | prayed, asking God for His wisdom 
and help to save me from myself. God answered my prayer 
and reminded me that Jesus often took periods of prayerful 
silence to hear from the Father and to ensure not that He was 
doing everything He could, but that He was doing only what 
was most important. For example, before beginning His pub- 
lic ministry, Jesus spent forty days fasting from food, people, 
and noise in an effort to prepare Himself to fully accomplish 
what God the Father had given Him to do on the earth. 

Moreover, the Bible says in Luke 5:16 that “Jesus often 
withdrew to lonely places.” Jesus spent considerable time alone 
in silence to pray, rest, and focus on what priorities He should 
be devoting His time and energy to. This helps to explain why, 
in just three short years of ministry, Jesus had a greater impact 
on history than anyone else who has ever lived. 

The Bible also describes multiple benefits of purposeful 
silence, including: 

e hearing from God (1 Kings 19:11-13) 

e waiting patiently for the Lord to act 

(Lamentations 3:25-28) 


e — worshiping God (Habakkuk 2:20) 
。 knowing God better (Psalm 46:10) 
e praying effectively (Luke 5:16) 


Since God convicted me of my addiction to noise, | 
have sought to conform my life more to the pattern of Jesus’, 
which has proven quite helpful. | try to spend at least five 
minutes an hour in silence, at least thirty minutes in uninter- 
rupted silence each day, and a full day in silence once a 
month. During those times | find myself going for silent prayer 
walks to listen to God, writing in my journal, and sometimes 
doing nothing at all, which for me has become an act of faith 
that God is at work even when | am not. 

My prayer is that those reading this who, like me, are 
guilty of noise addiction can also experience the regular 
gift of silence because that is often where God is waiting 
for us. There was silence before God spoke the world into 
existence, and silence for forty days before Jesus began His 
public ministry, which may indicate that silence is what al- 
lows us to speak as God intends. 


Speaking 

It is said that the average woman speaks around 5,000 
words per day whereas the average male speaks around 
2,000. For men who work full time outside of the home, the 
number increases to as many as 3,000 words a day, and 
10,000 to 20,000 words a day for the average woman 
working full time outside of her home. Furthermore, we send 
innumerable emails in addition to spending countless hours 


on the telephone. In short, we communicate a lot, in both 
spoken and printed words. 

Proverbs has a great deal to say about what we say; 
it likely addresses the subject of our speech more than any 
other book of the Bible. It is a good place to start for those 
wanting to spend considerable time in Scripture examining 
the subject. According to James, Jesus’ brother, our tongue 
is often the last part of our body to get sanctified (James 3). 
He compares the power of our tongue to the bit in a horse’s 
mouth, the rudder on a ship, a wild beast, and a small spark 
that could set a fire of destruction as big as hell itself. In 
Ephesians 4:29 we are told to speak only “what is helpful 
for building others up according to their needs, that it may 
benefit those who listen.” Jesus said that “men will have to 
give account on the day of judgment for every careless word 
they have spoken. For by your words you will be acquit- 
ted, and by your words you will be condemned” (Matthew 
12:36-37). In meditating on this verse, it occurred to me 
how much I will have to answer for, considering that | speak 
roughly 60,000 words each Sunday, or what the average 
man speaks in a month! 

The Bible is filled with examples of condemnable 
speech, including cursing God, blasphemy, making false 
accusations, perversity, rashness, harshness, wickedness, 
boasting, lying, flattering, bitterness, nitpicking, adulterous 
flirtation, busy-bodying, gossip, nagging, whining, complain- 
ing, needless quarreling, and plain old foolish stupidity in its 
innumerable forms. On the other hand, the Bible also de- 
scribes speech as an opportunity for worship, prayer, grace, 
teaching, counsel, preaching, kindness, truth, comfort, love, 
healing, sweetness, encouragement, mercy, hope, gentle- 
ness, conviction, and faith. As Proverbs 18:21 says, “The 
tongue has the power of life and death.” 

In many ways, the tongue is an indicator of the heart be- 
cause, as Jesus said in Matthew 12:34, “out of the overflow 
of the heart the mouth speaks.” The disciple of Jesus learns 
to speak under the discipline of the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit enables Christians to speak truthfully in love 
— not too much or too little — in a manner that is appropri- 
ate for both the hearer and Jesus, who is listening in on our 
words. Sometimes, the key is to get our time to listen silently 
to God through His Word so that when we do speak, we 
echo Jesus. 

Next month we will examine the contemplative discipline 
of meditation and the active discipline of teaching. If you would 
like to study the spiritual disciplines in greater detail, Donald 
S. Whitney has written a wonderful book titled Spiritual 
Disciplines for the Christian Life that would be helpful for you 
to read. Also helpful are Celebration of Discipline by Richard 
Foster and Sacred Pathways by Gary Thomas. 1% 
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Keepin’ it REAL ( page 3 ) 


dearly for. 

Personally, | am a fan of Happy Hour: getting to- 
gether after work for cheap food and drinks. Add in some 
great conversation, sprinkle with laughter throughout, 
and enjoy one another's company. Sounds cheesy, | 
know, but it proves to be a great recipe for building and 
continuing genuine relationships. 

The recipe will look different for everyone. What is 
important is that in this season of growth and change, we 
are intentional. We hear it often; the church is not a build- 
ing, but a people. Not just any random group of people, 
but the Body of Christ and as such we are called to not 
only be authentic people, but also to cultivate authenticity 
in our relationships with one another. So get to it-and 
remember to keep it real! 1% 


$uccess ( page 5 ) 


for their future. 

It always feels better to be on a plan and know where 
your money is going. It’s not always easy, and you have to be 
willing to receive advice and wise counsel and make some 
tough decisions. But it will definitely be worth it in the end. WwW 


The Financial Coaching Ministry exists to help people get on 
a budget, get out of debt, or just set up a plan to be a good 
steward of the resources God has given. If you could use 
some help with your funds, email money@marshillchurch. 
org to set a meeting up with one of the financial coaches. 


West Seattle ( page 10 ) 


gave thanks to God for their new building and all the hard 
work and gifts of the congregation and friends. 

The building was designed for worship, hospitality, 
preaching, and teaching. The congregation placed a high value 
on teaching and Bible learning. The program from the building 


dedication described the “ample provision . . . for Christian 
education,” including “the best of equipment and modern 
methods . . . to meet the spiritual needs of a growing and 


graded church school.” With the addition of the new building, 
the entire church facilities totaled 16,725 square feet of floor 
space. Construction was made possible by a grant and a loan 
given by the Presbyterian Board of National Missions. The 
church's entire property was then worth at least $150,000. 

In June of 1953, the members of Hillcrest (which had 
grown from its forty-nine charter members to over seven 
hundred members and 1,200 Sunday school students) began 
a “Million Penny” campaign. One million pennies ($10,000) 
would pay off the mortgage on the church property. The 
church encouraged both adults and children to participate in 
the fundraiser. Every child in Sunday school and every church 
member was given a penny bank and asked to follow the slo- 
gan “Don't spend your pennies, bank them.” Sixteen hundred 
penny banks were distributed. 


VV 
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Ethel remembers a funny story about the penny drive. 
One day the treasurer of the building fund was up at the 
Alaskan Way Junction in West Seattle. She was crossing the 
street with a big jar of pennies when she dropped it. Everyone 
around helped her pick them up, but she hadn't counted them 
beforehand. 

Nobody ever knew if all of those pennies were ever found, 
but the Million Penny campaign was quite successful and the 
next year the church was able to pay for the education wing 
and the basement. 

The new facilities allowed the congregation to continue 
growing; on November 21, 1954, Hillcrest Presbyterian Church 
added a second morning service. With services at 9:30 and 
11:00 in the morning, the church newsletter reasoned, the 
“earlier service [would] permit parents to go to church at the 
same time their children attend[ed] Sunday School.” 

Rev. Duff preached at the morning services and the 
7:30 p.m. service, which usually included a sermon and spe- 
cial music. Haldane was known for being quite progressive 
in his day, especially with music (a bell choir was edgy back 
in those days). Their Sunday night services and musicales 
would pack in a lot of people, especially non-Christians, so 
Rev. Duff could share the gospel. The church was com- 
mitted to pioneering innovative and cutting-edge ministry 
methods by using the media, technology, and music. 

It was an exciting time for the congregation of 
Hillcrest Presbyterian. 

Next month, in part three of this series, read about 
Haldane and Ethel’s unique courtship: an idyllic season that 
was followed by a more tempestuous stage in the life of the 
West Seattle church. W 


Film & Theology ( page 12 ) 


are rude and vulgar and blasphemous, you don’t want to 
engage them in real life. Suddenly evangelical Christianity 
has ceased evangelism because of logic, instead of being 
biblical and missional like the apostle Paul, not to mention 
Jesus. The dysfunctional characters in Office Space are the 
type of people Jesus went and had dinner with. 


VP: So what about horror movies? 


PJH: First of all, I’m hard pressed to find any story as violent 
and gory as our Bible. Not only did Jesus’ crucifixion earn 
an R rating, you look at stories of murder, disembowelment, 
decapitation in the Old Testament scriptures and it's NC- 
17. We've become pretty disaffected by the written word in 
American culture, but in the olden days, before big screen 
televisions, people would swoon and hurl at the reading of 
such grotesquerie. 

That said, we can’t dismiss horror as a genre any more 
than we can dismiss comedy. There might be a wealth of 
garbage in the horror realm, but that doesn’t mean there 
aren't any nuggets. Being scared isn’t inherently sinful. A 
movie that depicts violent and scary things can be a good 
reminder that such things exist in the world. 

Horror is also one of the few genres that consistently 
wrestles with life after death, demons, and even God - a con- 
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versation Hollywood almost entirely avoids in other genres. 
A movie like Final Destination can prompt a discussion about 
mortality and fate. A movie like The Exorcist can shake the 
atheist who, despite a vociferous outcry that God doesn't 
exist, knows deep down in a rebellious heart that not only 
does God exist, but that there are demons afoot as well that 
he or she is susceptible to. The more recent horror film The 
Exorcism of Emily Rose was actually written by Christian 
writer/director Scott Derrickson with this in mind. 


VP: That makes sense, but can’t people just use this as an 
excuse to watch garbage? 


PJH: Of course. Some Christians will wave a few verses 
about their freedom in Christ and that “everything is permis- 
sible” so they can watch junk to their wicked heart's content. 
Others will go even further, declaring themselves missionar- 
ies like the apostle Paul in Athens, examining the idols and art 
of the culture in order to contextualize the gospel message 
(Acts 17). It’s the modus operandi of Mars Hill Church, but 
some will abuse this idea to justify watching every chainsaw 
massacre or a film like Showgirls. 


VP: Showgirls. Good point. So what about sex in film 
and television? 


PJH: That’s something we always approach with more 
caution than language and violence, particularly in film. To 
depict a character — particularly a villain - cursing God or 
joking coarsely is exactly that - a depiction. Al Pacino’s 
vile rage against God in The Devil's Advocate is particu- 
larly poignant. He's playing Satan, and it’s exactly what I'd 
expect Satan to say. The carnage we see in Saving Private 
Ryan or Braveheart is fake blood and special effects; it’s the 
depiction of violence, not reality. 

However, when a woman gets naked in a film and 
reveals things to which only her husband should be privy, 
she’s really nude. That demands extreme caution. Still, 
some sexually provocative shows evince some telling narra- 
tive about our culture. FX’s line-up is scandalous, yet shows 


like Nip/Tuck present some fascinating conversation about 
morality and hedonism. One doctor is a secular moralist, 
yet always finds himself compromised as a hypocrite and 
secretly craving the uninhibited freedom of his hedonistic 
partner, who enjoys most earthly pleasures but finds no 
lasting satisfaction. Ironically enough, the latter actually 
covets the wife and family of the former. Both philosophies 
fail, as they orbit each other with no spiritual foundation in 
an inevitable downward spiral. 


VP: So... where is the line? How do we know what’s ac- 
ceptable to watch and what isn't? What is safe for Christians 
to watch? 


PJH: That’s the real difficulty. It would be easy to say “no 
R movies” or “no nudity”; it’s always easier to create blan- 
ket rules instead of relationships. The reality is that not all 
Christians are equally mature and strong in the same areas. 
What media and culture Christians should engage (or avoid) 
depends where their strength and maturity, which is often 
indicated by how they have sinned in the past, how they have 
been violated in the past, and how God has now called them 
to be light and salt in the community. 

For example, someone recently delivered from sexual 
addiction probably should steer clear of anything even 
remotely steamy for a good long while. They probably 
shouldn't even read “The Song of Songs” in their Bible. 
Likewise, someone who has truly experienced demonic op- 
pression may have no need to view The Exorcist because 
they can speak from experience. 

The point of Film and Theology, and other Mars Hill teach- 
ings, is not to force people into places they're not prepared for. 
We want people to challenge themselves and question some of 
the assumptions of mainstream Christian culture, but not to step 
onto a battlefield they are ill-equipped for. We also want people 
to be in solid Christian community so that while they're engaging 
culture they have spiritual brothers and sisters to help them filter 
and discern their boundaries. 

As for what is “safe” to watch? Nothing is safe to watch. 
It disturbs me when Christians follow FCC and MPAA [ratings] 
guidelines and just assume and consume without discernment. 
Disney films have terrible philosophy and theology. Some of 
the “family” films out there contain the most subversive con- 
tent because they are 95 percent wholesome with a subtle 
twist. This has always been Satan's most popular tactic. 

As a Christian, everything | watch makes me uncomfort- 
able on some level, and it should; something’s wrong if it 
doesn’t. Even my Bible makes me uncomfortable in places, 
because | read about sinners who hurt each other and mur- 
derers and rapists and people who rebel against God and 
don’t love Jesus or their neighbor. Many times it makes me 
uncomfortable because it surfaces similar sinful attitudes in 
me that | need to repent from. For the Christian, engaging film 
and media should be much the same way, only with even more 
discernment because it’s not perfect, like Scripture. 

Sometimes movies evoke warm feelings around some- 
thing sinful, and conversely paint a godly precept as wrong 
or hurtful. On the flipside, there are comforting moments in 
film and other narrative mediums where people grasp hold of 
a godly principle or simply recognize the imago Dei in their 


fellow man by depicting acts of kindness and mercy. 

And most times storytellers are aping true stories from 
the Bible, consciously or unconsciously. There are a lot of 
modern fairy tales that rip off Ruth, for instance, and a lot of 
underdog hero stories patterned after David and Goliath. 


VP: Heh. A lot of critics complain Hollywood is out of 
new ideas. 


PJH: Solomon pegged it in Ecclesiastes when he said there 
was “nothing new under the sun.” In fact, most stories fall into 
one of two major categories, simply with different window 
dressing: life under the sun or life beyond the sun. Movies like 
Citizen Kane, American Beauty, Crash, and Syriana depict 
how cyclical and lamentable and hopeless life seems. There 
is no escape, no ascent, and no transcendence. We face the 
daily grind, accumulating pain, regret, and eventually death. 

Then there are heroic films like Batman Begins, The 
Matrix, Lord of the Rings, etc. that depict a protagonist, hero, 
savior — someone inspiring who rises up and challenges the 
story's antagonist(s) and either sacrifices himself for others, 
or at least demonstrates the willingness to do so. 

The first type of film typifies the hopelessness of the 
human condition, while the second mimics or gropes at a 
distorted view of the world’s real savior in Jesus Christ. One 
depicts our hopelessness without a savior, the other grasps 
at the hope for that redeemer; either of these can preach 
pretty easily. 


VP: That makes doing Film and Theology sound pretty simple. 


PJH: l'm not a genius; it does get more complicated than 
that. But with a firm foundation in Scripture, spiritual disci- 
pline, and godly maturity, every Christian can engage film 
and media in this way. | just thank God that He saved me 
from idols that didn’t satisfy, and then equipped me to turn 
and use those same things to train Christians and preach 
the gospel. lm a big fan of sarcasm and irony, and that’s 
pretty ironic. 


VP: Ironic like, say, being interviewed by a fictional character? 


PJH: No, that’s not ironic. That’s just weird. 1% 


Desiring God ( page 18 ) 


me that God has saved me through Jesus and has given me 
the wonderful honor of pastoring a church that | love with all 
my heart... 

Everyone on the DG staff was very kind and helpful and 
we had a great time...It was a tremendous honor to be in the 
company of men | have learned much from over the years 
and made the celebration of ten years in ministry all the more 
memorable. This past weekend was one of the highlights of 
my life. x4 


CLAWS, 
CANCER. 
AND CORSETS 


THE 2006 FiLm AND THEOLOGY FESTIVAL 


THREE NİGHTS, THREE MOVIES, THREE LOCATIONS 


11/10 MHC | West Seattle Campus: 
X-Men: The Last Stand (PG-13) 


S 


11/17 MHC | Ballard Campus: 
Thank You for Smoking (R) 


11/24 MHC | Shoreline Campus: 
Pride and Prejudice (PG) 


This November, Film and Theology is back with 
a vengeance. Each week we will be showing 
and discussing a different movie at a different 
location. 


Showtime is 7pm for all three nights. Choose 
your location and film or come to all three. We'll 
bring the movie and critique; you bring the 
popcorn. See you there. 





November 05 2006 | 


COMMUNITY 
GROUPS 





Introducing the Newest 
Mars Hill Community Groups 


Burien Monday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Barney Giles 
Contact: Rachel Henrikson 
Phone: 206-932-2037 


Email: eandrhenrikson@hotmail.com 


Des Moines Monday 7pm 
LedBy: Christopher Cicero 
Contact: Chris Cicero 
Phone: 206-923-1549 


Email:  cicero.communitygroup@ gmail.com 


Everett Monday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Joel Cappello 
Contact: Jesse Hopson 


Phone: 425-259-4915 or 206-779-2458 


Email: | hopson@u.washington.edu 


Greenlake Monday 7pm 

LedBy: Paul Freed 

Contact: Rachel Freed 

Phone: 206-985-2395 

Email:  rachelfreed@marykay.com 


West Seattle Monday 1pm 


LedBy: James Dalrymple, Douglas Gran 


Contact: Mary Dalrymple 
Phone: 206 243 8387 
Email: — jmcdalrymple@msn.com 


Woodinville Monday 7pm 
LedBy: Marc Lopez 

Contact: Amanda Lopez 
Phone: 425-354-4453 

Email: | 7lopezs@comcast.net 


Auburn Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: TJ Bauer 

Contact: Pam Bauer 

Phone: 253-839-8816 

Email: pam.bauer@comcast.net 


Capitol Hill Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Matthew Grummer 
Contact: Natalie Grummer 
Phone: 206-370-1808 

Email: — g.designers@gmail.com 


Edmonds Tuesday 10:30am 
LedBy: Heidi Bleeker 

Contact: Heidi Bleeker 

Phone: 425-774-6456 

Email: heidibleeker@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


North Seattle Tuesday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Roger Friend 

Contact: Roger or Brooke Friend 
Phone: 206-364-5353 

Email: — sixfriends@netzero.net 
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University District Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: James Rose 

Contact: Julie Rose 

Phone: 206-715-4272 

Email: jnrose@liberty.edu 


West Seattle Tuesday 10am 
LedBy: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Contact: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Phone: 206-229-9174 

Email: katfberg@ gmail.com 
For Women Only 


Bothell Wednesday 7pm 

LedBy: Darren Anderson 

Contact: Andrea Anderson 

Phone: 425-605-4785 

Email:  andrea@djamanderson.com 


Marysville Wednesday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Philip A. Poirier 
Contact: Phil or Diane Poirier 
Phone: 360-653-9432 

Email: pdpoirier@msn.com 


Lake Forest Park Thursday 7pm 
LedBy: Matthew Winslow 

Contact: Matthew and Elizabeth Winslow 
Phone: 206-361-4674 

Email: mwinslow@firinn.org 


Mill Creek Thursday 7pm 
LedBy: Jeff Gwin 

Contact: Jeff Gwin 

Phone: 206-351-7466 

Email: jeff_gwin@hotmail.com 


SeaTac Thursday 10am 
LedBy: Teresa Bettger 
Contact: Teresa Bettger 
Phone: 206-227-4681 
Email: tabettger@mac.com 
For Women Only 


Madison Valley Saturday 9:30am 
LedBy: Kirk McKelvey 

Contact: lan and Stella Shafer 
Phone: 206-992-6627 

Email: stella@1321.org 


The Community Groups listed here are only a few of the many that 
gather every week. For a complete listing, or if you need help finding a 


group, email community@marshillchurch.org. 
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Community Groups take place in the homes of church members who are committed to 

sharing their lives with those who participate in their group. Through learning and accountabililty, 
Community Groups exist to develop mature Christians who will go out into their various social 
networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 
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Column of 
Opportunity & 
Information 


Here are some specific needs and announcements 
for the month of August. Registration for events is at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


Happy Thanksgiving 


Thanksgiving week at Mars Hill is quiet this year: no 
programming and no midweek service. Enjoy the holi- 
day break with family and friends. 


Pre-Marriage Class in Shoreline 


If you’re engaged or soon to be, get ready to tie the 
knot by taking the pre-marriage class, this January 
at the Shoreline Campus. Email nathanf@marshill- 
church.org for more info. 


Volunteer with MH Children’s Ministry 
Come to one of the upcoming training sessions: 
11/12 - Ballard Campus at 11:00am 
11/19 - Shoreline Campus at 11:15am 
11/26 - West Seattle at 12:30am 

(at the 35th Ave building) 
Email kids@marshillchurch.org for details. 


Adopt a Family 


For many, this season can be a difficult time of year. 
Mars Hills inaugural Adopt-a-Family program will 
provide gifts to help make the holidays special for 
families who need financial help. To adopt a family (as 
an individual, family, or Community Group), email 
adoptafamily@marshillchurch.org. 


Men’s Morning Prayer 


Tuesdays at 7am at the Ballard Campus, join Pastor Paul 
and Mars Hill men for a half hour of intentional, focused 
prayer for our church, its leadership, and Seattle. 


Support Groups 


Support Groups are designed to kindly, carefully and 
firmly bring about a new way of life in Jesus. If you need 
help in dealing with miscarriage, addiction, abuse, etc., 
email care@marshillchurch.org for more info, or pick 
up a Support Groups flyer at the info desk. 


Sun Peaks Ski Weekend 


Join Mars Hill Outdoors January 12-15 for a weekend 
of skiing, snowboarding, and a host of other winter 
activities. To sign up, email 
markhumiston@gmail.com. 


CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 



































Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance (July 1, 2006-October 22, 2006) 
Sep 17 $130,000 $93,217 393 4405 
Total Given $1,803,750 

Sep 24 $130,000 | $109,604 |474 4645 Households 2097 
10th Anniversary $130,000 $755,975 1,413 5264 Average Giving $229/month 

per household 
Oct 8 $130,000 $135,159 649 5079 
Oct 15 $130,000 $86,204 424 5078 EXPAND CAMPAIGN 
Oct 22 $130,000 $102,482 495 4898 Due to a growing church body 











MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 


and limitations with meeting 
space, Mars Hill is pursuing 
various expansion strategies. 





$700,000 


$600,000 


Renovation in West Seattle, 
developing programs in 











Shoreline, and various building 
projects in Ballard require capital 








$500,000 








$400,000 


funding above and beyond our 
normal operations budget. Check 





$300,000 


out www.marshillchurch.org for 
the latest updates about these 
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and other expansion projects. 














January February March April May June 


July ‘Aug Sep 





E Monthly Budget | $500,000 $400,000 $400,000 $500,000 $400,000 $400,000 























$625,000 





$500,000 $520,000 














E Actual Given $422,613 $472,580 $472,839 $558,040 $437,504 $533,836 


$540,548 


$496,235 $443,122 





*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit. 





Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our 
money is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving 
to the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for our 
families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives us. You 
may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real question is: 
are you worshipping God with your stuff and do the first fruits of 
your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should | give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how much 
you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart behind 
your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our giving should 
be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. The Bible does not 
prescribe a percentage; through prayer we must seek to have a 
clear conscience in regards to our giving. Jesus says, “For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If 
you are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are not 
concerned about the amount people give but about the number 
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of people who are giving. God is building His kingdom through 
the church, and He asks that all believers share in this joyous 
responsibility. This mission is bigger than just a few of us and 
takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; no matter if you are 
a college student who can give only 10 bucks a month or a 
millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can | Give At Mars Hill? 


。 By check or cash placed in the offering basket during service 


By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located in the 
foyers 


By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office if you 
would like some self addressed envelopes). 


Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 

Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email giving@ 
marshillchurch.org 

Donation of stock 


Sincerely, Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments, or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 
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is dedicated 


to coming alongside the Agathos Foundation to help 
support the Foundation's mission of rescuing those 
impacted by the AIDS crisis in South Africa. 


To that effect, OCOV | Mars 
Hill exists to establish and nurture 
Christ-centered relationships with 
AIDS orphans and widows living in 
the South African village of 
Loskop through: the provision of 
resources; the partnership of 
member churches; and the en- 
couragement of participants in the 
truths of Christ. 


>CHURCH 
5 VILLAGE 5 
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To get involved or for more info email: 
ocov@marshillchurch.org 


OCOV | Mars Hill Presents 


runs agathos 
RAISER 


UNDRA 


Thursday, November 16 
6pm — 9pm 
Mars Hill Church | Ballard Campus 


RSVP: ocov@marshillchurch.org 





